
 
Village of Sturtevant 

Planning Commission Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 11, 2010 

 
Regular Meeting 

 
Members present: Steve Jansen, Gary Johnson, Tim Hastings, Bernetta Hutchinson, Mike 
Ramig, Mark Soine.   Also attending: Village Administrator Mark Janiuk.   
 
Meeting called to order by Steve Jansen at 6:00 p.m. 
 

• Public Comment 
No public comments. 
 

• Acceptance of Prior Meeting Minutes 
Motion Bernetta Hutchinson, Second Gary Johnson to accept the minutes from the Regular 

Meeting of the Planning Commission on January 14, 2010.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 
 

• Harris Lumber - 10050 Durand Avenue: Conditional Use Permit to Operate a 
Lumber Storage Facility  - Conceptual/Preliminary/Possible Final Approval 

Harris Lumber proposed their plan to move the warehousing and distribution operations of 
their company and sister company American Fireplace to Sturtevant, along with the intent to set 
up a sales center at the same location.  They indicated the functionality of the site will not 
change from the prior use.  Their customer base is comprised of 90% building trade 
professionals and 10% retail customers.  They will have hours of operation every day of the 
week except Sunday.  They anticipate approximately 11 employees at the start of operations and 
ramping up to about 50 people within 2 years.  In addition, being a supporter of Green Products, 
they are working with a couple of major lumber mills to become a distribution center for 
handling FSC (green lumber). 

They intend to update the exterior of the building in the first year of operation in addition to 
installing an attractive privacy wall/fence to reduce the visibility of the storage sheds in the back 
of the site.  Along with that will be some landscaping to create greenspace and additional 
screening.  It was noted that the Paulownia trees they plan on using are considered an invasive 
species by the DNR and that they need to discuss this with the Village Engineer prior to doing 
any planting. 

The proposed business meets zoning requirements and the terms and conditions for 
conditional use have been reviewed and deemed acceptable by Harris Lumber.    

Motion Gary Johnson, Second Mark Ramig to grant conditional use to Harris Lumber to 
operate a lumber storage facility at 10050 Durand Avenue contingent on the terms and 
conditions of conditional use provided.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
 



 
• Sturtevant Auto - 9950 Durand Avenue: Conditional Use Permit to Operate a Used 

Car Sales Lot  - Conceptual/Preliminary/Possible Final Approval 
Sturtevant Auto requested to be able to place 3 to 4 used cars on the parking lot at 9950 

Durand to use the Highway 11 exposure to help sell some vehicles.  There would be neither 
personnel on site, nor any signage and all transactions would take place at the Sturtevant Auto 
salvage yard location.  This would be a temporary situation until the property could be rented 
out. 

It was noted that the Village frowns on sale of vehicles on business lots not designated 
specifically for used car sales and in the past has asked several businesses to refrain from such 
practices.  With no sales office, no sales personnel on duty and no signage planned, this request 
would fall under the same situation.  Therefore, the Plan Commission feels it cannot grant the 
request as proposed.  

Motion Bernetta Hutchinson, Second Gary Johnson to deny the request to place used cars for 
sale on the property at 9950 Durand Avenue as proposed.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
• Raven’s Nest Tattoo – 9825 Durand Avenue, Building 1A: Conditional Use Permit 

to Operate a Tattoo Parlor  - Conceptual/Preliminary/Possible Final Approval 
Raven’s Nest requested a conditional use to operate a small tattoo parlor per State 

requirements and recommended practices at 9825 Durand.  At this time, the plan is to have one 
practitioner but there is space available for one other practitioner to rent.  The hours are stated 
as 9:00 am to 10:30 pm seven days a week, but normal hours will be from 11:00 am to 9:00 pm, 
with 9:00 am to noon basically set for appointments.  A layout showing the designated parking, 
which was worked out with the adjacent auto detailing business, was submitted for review.  
Also, it is noted that the tattoo parlor will share a dumpster with the auto detail business. 

Motion Gary Johnson, Second Mark Ramig to grant conditional use to Raven’s Nest Tattoo 
to operate a tattoo parlor at 9825 Durand Avenue as outlined in the terms and conditions of 
conditional use provided.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
• Andis Company – 1800 Renaissance Blvd: Construction of a Warehouse Addition - 

Conceptual/Preliminary/Possible Final Approval 
Andis Company presented a plan for a 50,000 sq.ft. addition to the existing office and 

manufacturing/storage buildings in the Renaissance Park.  This is so they can consolidate the 
warehousing they currently have at an out-of-state facility.  The appearance should be seamless.  
Andis will match the exterior as close as possible to the existing building.  They noted that the 
parking slots marked as future potential parking on the south side of the buildings will now be 
included in the final plan and that the proposed 18 slots shown on the north side of the building 
will be eliminated. 

It is noted there was some concern with the proximity of the new customer parking access to 
the existing truck access (northwest corner of property), but it is understood usage will be very 
low.  It is also noted there was some concern with the truck traffic at the widened drive onto 
Renaissance Blvd shown on the plan.   Andis indicated that Racine County has reviewed the 
traffic movement for this access and they have received a permit from the County to modified 



access to the County Trunk.  Tim Hastings will send a note to Andis requesting the dimensions 
from the traffic movement review. 

Motion Bernetta Hutchinson, Second Gary Johnson to grant conceptual and preliminary 
approval to Andis Company for the construction of a warehouse addition at 1800 Renaissance 
Blvd.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
• Wellcraft Contracting – 2731 90th Street: New Construction of a Storage Building 

for the Business -  Final Approval 
Wellcraft Contracting came in for the final approval of the proposed storage building 

requested last fall.  A rendition of the new building showing the brick façade discussed at a 
previous meeting was submitted.  A sample of the brick that will be used was also presented for 
consideration.  

Motion Tim Hastings, Second Gary Johnson to grant final approval to Wellcraft Contracting 
for the construction of a new storage building at 2731 90th Street contingent on the final staff 
review of the site plan.  All ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
• Commissioners and/or Staff Discussion 
Combat Cave Paintball – The paintball business is no longer in operation.  Mr. Beck, owner 
of the Fountain Banquet Hall is considering making the vacant space into a smaller banquet 
facility for various events.  The commission agreed this would be a good fit. 
 
Johnson Wax – Johnson Wax has indicated it may like to place a 20 foot high berm on the 
south and west sides of the Waxdale property with excess soil from the Mt. Pleasant Pike 
River Project.  The berm would effectively shield the facility from the development that has 
taken place and is expected to take place to the west and south.  However, this would 
eliminate development along the north side of the proposed Willow Road relocation.  It was 
thought that the Plan Commission should have Johnson Wax and/or Mt. Pleasant come in to 
present some further details on the project. 
 
Adjournment – Motion Gary Johnson, Second Mike Ramig to adjourn.  All ayes.  Motion 

carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m. 
 

                                Respectfully submitted, 
                               Mark Soine 

                             Mark Soine 
                                Secretary of the Planning Commission 
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