Tobacco checks in ‘08
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A slightly higher percentage of stores were caught selling tobacco last year in compliance checks
run by a health department covering much of the county.

Ten percent of businesses in Caledonia, Mount Pleasant and Sturtevant failed checks in 2008. That’s
up from 7 percent in 2007. The Caledonia/Mount Pleasant Health Department has released the
numbers after compiling the data.

The department also oversees the checks in western Racine County. Of the businesses tested west
of Interstate 94 last year, 14 percent sold tobacco products to underage students. That’s a tick
higher than the 13 percent that failed the previous year.

In Wisconsin, it is illegal for anyone under 18 to buy cigarettes and other tobacco products.
Volunteer students ages 15-17 team with local law enforcement officers to test area businesses
each year on their commitment to upholding the law.

“What we don’t show is how many more might sell (to minors) without the checks,” Margaret
Gesner, health officer for the Caledonia/Mount Pleasant Health Department, said Monday.

Rather than release a list of violators, the state is putting more of an emphasis on positive
examples, Gesner said. Those that pass the checks receive recognition through certificates that can
be posted in the store and through media advertisements.

Gesner singled out Sturtevant, where all 12 businesses passed compliance checks, as a sign of
hope. It was the second straight year no village stores were caught selling tobacco to minors.

By suspending two businesses’ liquor licenses last year, leaders may have scared owners straight,
Village President Steve Jansen said. Like others, Sturtevant uses a points system in which license
holders are brought before officials after multiple violations.

“It keeps all of the clerks and everybody on guard,” he said.

Penalties for failing the checks vary by municipality. In addition to points, citations or written
warnings can also be issued.
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